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O sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. Psalm 98 vs. 1,4
Vacation Bible School continues to share the message of Jesus Christ to our
young children. It was so good to have a church humming with the activities of
song, dance, art, science, recreation, and of course snacks! The children are
hungry to learn and experiment. They take the songs, lessons, art projects, and
science knowledge home with excitement and joy. I am thankful for Katie and
Amanda Carstens who spend many hours planning and for all of those who help
during the week. We did have some children from Grace Lutheran Church attend,
which enriched our week in our partnering together. Each year VBS helps
energize me and offers hope for the future.
Music, Art, and Drama Camp, July 11th thru 15th, will bring another week of joy to the building and in our
hearts. This year the production will be Come Along with Jesus! Again, our children and youth will discover
faith through scripture, art, and song. On July 16th at 5 PM in Luther Hall is your opportunity to see the
production and support our actors, stagehands, and set designers. I hope to see you there. I thank all the
members who donated to VBS, and MAD camp items needed to have the activities we had in art, science, and
snack. Your contributions make a difference.
We look forward to partnering with Grace Lutheran Church in the NAMI Walk on September 17th. This is a 3mile walk (or less if you like). Monetary donations and walkers are welcome. Please contact Pr. Travis or
Candy Nagel with any questions or to pledge or give monetary donations.
In the pages following there are other opportunities for members of St. Mark. I encourage you to attend and/or
help in any or all these special opportunities. We are church together!
The Supreme Court decision that overturned Roe V. Wade has caused yet another deep divide in our nation
which affects all of us. In our Church, in 1991, the ELCA adopted a social statement on abortion. I was
present. This document came together after much research, many conversations, opportunities for all members
of the ELCA to submit comments and questions, and several amendments from the floor of the assembly. I felt
and feel today that our Social Statement on abortion is good. My teaching and preaching will be guided by this
document. My personal advocacy is my own. I do not believe that they are too far apart, but do and can speak
as your pastor and as an individual. If you would like a copy of the social statement you can find it at: https://
elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion if you would like to read a Pastoral Letter from
Bp. Eaton, you can find it here: https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8158.
Know that as your pastor I will accompany you in your discernment about any issue regarding your own body
and to listen without judgment. The only judge is God!
In Christ,
Pr. Travis

We offer the Family of:
Ernest (Skip) Frances Hill III
words of love, support, and comfort.
May they rest assured in the midst of
their challenges and adjustments that
God will sustain them in the loss of
their loved one through faith in our Risen Lord.
Because He lives, we too shall live.
A total of 290 people were served at our food pantry in
May 2022. Items were donated from: Faith United
Methodist Church, Midwest Foodbank, and St. Mark
Church members and friends. Thank you!
The Food Pantry is in of need
plastic bags.
If you have plastic grocery
bags to recycle, we could
really use them!

Facility Usage Agreements and Fees
***Update***
The church council has updated and revised the rental
agreement for us of church facilities and the fee
schedule. The fee schedule is based on active member
rental charge or non-member charge. Church areas
included in rental areas are the Lounge, Luther Hall,
Theleman Room, Library/Meeting Rooms, and the
Gym. Gym rental will be limited to sports activities to
prevent further damage to the floor due to street shoes
and the moving of tables/chairs.
Rental fees will not apply to church functions such as
the Preschool Fun Night, Palm Sunday Breakfast, or
banquets like the one we had for our 100th Anniversary
celebration.
The fee schedule is as follows:
Space
Active Members Non-Members
Lounge
$75
$150
Luther Hall
$150
$300
Theleman Room
$75
$150
Gym
$25/hour
$25/hour
Library/Sunday School Rooms have a suggested $25
fee for members and a flat fee of $25 for non-members,
with a maximum of 2 hours.
The fee for Funeral Luncheons in Luther Hall is a
suggested $50 donation for members and a fee of $150
for non-members.
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As part of a Thrivent Member Network,
you’re among a group of local Christians who
come together to learn, support one another
and make a real impact in our communities.
Mark your calendar for a drive-through
parking lot shred event. We’d love to have
you join us.

Please bring confidential documents you
would like to shred as well as
nonperishable food items for Riverbend
Food Bank and get your generosity
multiplied! For every 5 lbs. of food or $10
donated at our location from 9am-12pm on
7/23, our Thrivent Member Network will
donate an additional $5, up to a maximum of
$750.
Saturday, July 23, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Thrivent
884 Tanglefoot Lane
Bettendorf , IA
No registration necessary.
Feel free to share this event with others.

Due to increased facility usage from outside groups
and for security reasons, we are looking for an
employee who will greet our guests and perform the
custodial tasks around the church. This will require
some evenings, and will also be the Sunday
Custodian opposite Steve McCalester. If you or
someone you know is interested, please contact Pr.
Travis or Barb Jakubowski for a job description and
application.
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Save the date!
In what may be St Mark Lutheran's best-loved musical tradition (besides singing The
Palms every Palm Sunday), we will be having another jazz worship Sunday on Rally
Day this year, September 11th. St Mark will once again host the River City 6, quite
possibly the Quad Cities' most entertaining jazz ensemble. As they describe
themselves:
The River City 6 is the Midwest’s most versatile and FUN small group of musicians
and entertainers that truly have a Big Band sound! Established in 2001, the “6” has
built a huge repertoire and reputation for delivering enjoyment and fun for any age at
any venue! We play FOR our audience, not to them by keeping them either laughing,
listening, or dancing…or all of the above!
The group has fun… why not you?
I don't need to remind you that our jazz
worship services are an excellent excuse to
invite friends and family to attend at St
Mark. So use this opportunity to practice a
little Christian evangelism -- if Lutherans
can do such things -- and bring somebody
else along!

M.A.D. Camp: July 11-15
MAD Camp is back this summer and ready to put on a creative production called “Come
Along with Jesus”. We are inviting you to join us to make the story come alive by
building sets, learning music, playing games, and even taking on a character that
received an invitation to travel through time and learn what it means to follow Jesus.
Help us discover our faith through scripture, art, and song!
MAD Camp will be held during the week of July 11th-15th. We have extended our
camp hours to 9:00am-3:00p. Any child that is able to read a script and comfortable
being on stage are welcome to join us. The registration fee is $20.
Name__________________________________

Age______

Grade Completed______
Address including Zip Code ________________________________________________
Phone________________________________________________________________

Emergency contact________________________ ______________________________
Emergency phone_______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian name(s)__________________________________________________

Your Council Members for 2022
Amber Sherrod (2024) - President Cathy Barton (2025) - Vice President Candy Nagel (2023) - Secretary
Barb Jakubowksi (2024) - Treasurer Tom Leibold (2023)
Rick Martin (2023)
Doug Rowley (2024)
Beth Claeys (2025)
Linda Ray (2025)
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Christmas in July Ministry
Event!
This year, during the month of July, we are collecting feminine hygiene
products for women experiencing period poverty.
According to Caitlin Geng (Medicalnewstoday.com):
•
Globally, an estimated 500 million people who menstruate lack access to menstrual
products and hygiene facilities.
•
There are an estimated 16.9 million people who menstruate living in poverty in the
United States.
•
A study involving college-aged individuals who menstruate reported that 14.2% had
experienced period poverty in the past year. An additional 10.0% experienced it every
month.
•
Research found that almost two-thirds of women in the U.S. with a low income could not
afford menstrual products in the last year, while nearly half sometimes had to choose
between buying food or menstrual products.
•
As of June 2019, 35 states in the U.S. taxed menstrual products at rates between 4.7%, in
Hawaii, and 9.9%, in Louisiana.
No woman should have to choose between feeding her family or taking care of the needs of her
family and taking care of her own basic needs. So, we are going to collect items and put together
care packages for women in need and distribute them in our food pantry and donate them to local
shelters. To help with this ministry, our committee its requesting the following items through the
month of July:
•
Menstrual pads (all sizes)
•
* Tampons (all sizes)
•
Unopened unused travel size soap, lotion, and shampoo
•
Combs and brushes
•
* Feminine hygiene wipes
You may drop off donations in the church office, Tuesday-Friday, 9:30am2:30pm or when you come to one of our weekend services: 5:30pm on
Saturdays or 9:30am on Sundays.
Thank you for helping with this ministry!
* We are in greater need of these items at this time.

SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday, September 24th 10:30-12:30
GODS’S WORK -OUR HANDS
Place: Riverbend Warehouse
Event: Pack the Backpacks.
This outreach is vital to our entire community of children.
Riverbend does require a sign up registration.
More information in August Life!
Questions?
Contact Candy Nagel (nagelcl@aol.com) or 563-940-1193
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20th Anniversary of Ordination
Pastor Travis was ordained at St. Mark on July 7, 2002.
Let us take this opportunity to congratulate
Pastor Travis Fisher-King on 20 years of ministry!
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