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For as in one body, we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness. Romans 12:4-8
As fall approaches, September is a good month to take time to pray, think, and
consider your involvement in the various ministries at St. Mark. Perhaps you have
been serving in a particular ministry for so long that it has simply become a part of
your life. This could be a joy or a burden. Which has it become for you? Are there
other kinds of ministry that might bring you joy or help you feel connected to God’s
greater purpose? Are you enthusiastic about the things you’re already doing and
hoping that others will join you? Have you been taking a rest from actively
participating in ministry this past year? If so, is it time to step back into active
ministry in some small way? Talk about it with your family, your spouse, your
friends, and fellow church members. Consider where God is calling you to serve as a
part of the body of Christ in this place, in this time in your life, with the gifts that you
have. It might mean recommitting to your previous ministry task(s), it might mean backing off from them, or searching
for something new.
One thing is certain, we are ALL called by God, as members of the body of Christ, to be a part of God’s ministry in our
church and community. How we do that is unique to each of us. One way to start discerning your calling is to look at the
promises we make in our affirmation of baptism (confirmation). We say that we intend “to live among God’s faithful
people; to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper; to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed; to serve all people, following the example of Jesus; and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”
How are you fulfilling your baptismal calling as a child of God? We all are called to these promises in one way or
another, but which do you feel most drawn to? That might give you a hint as to which ministries of the church you may
find the most fulfilling. To live among God’s people? Maybe you’re called to the hospitality ministries like greeting or
ushering. Hear the Word and share in the supper? Maybe you’re called to join or start a Bible study, help altar guild set
up and clean up for worship, or read scripture or prayers in worship. Proclaim the good news? Maybe you can help with
Christian Education, Confirmation, or youth group, or join the Chancel Choir or Celebration Bells. Serve all people or
strive for justice and peace? Maybe you can join in with Social Ministry Committee, Café on Vine, St. Mark Food
Pantry, Habitat for Humanity building or serve a site lunch, or join the prayer shawl ministry
Take some time this month to look at the skills and gifts that you have been blessed with and imagine how they could be
used for God’s glory and your joy.
May your discernment lead you to fulfill ministry for the sake of Christ!

Journeying with you,
Pastor Travis

Your Council Members for 2022
Amber Sherrod (2024) - President Cathy Barton (2025) - Vice President Candy Nagel (2023) - Secretary
Barb Jakubowksi (2024) - Treasurer Tom Leibold (2023)
Rick Martin (2023)
Doug Rowley (2024)
Beth Claeys (2025)
Linda Ray (2025)

We offer the Family of:
Betty Tague
words of love, support, and
comfort. May they rest
assured in the midst of their
challenges and adjustments
that God will sustain them in the loss of their loved
one through faith in our Risen Lord.
Because He lives, we too shall live.
A total of 395 people were
served at our food pantry in
July 2022. Items were donated
from: Riverbend Food Bank,
Midwest Food Bank, Faith
United Methodist Church, and
St. Mark Friends and Members
Thank you!
For the Month of September we are requesting
donations of the following items:
 15.5 oz cans of Tomatoes
 Boxes of Cereal
 Boxed or Instant Mashed Potatoes
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Theology on Tap
Our September Book is: All In: Discovering the Love,
Strength, and Blessings God Gives to Those Who Are
Faithful. By Marvin A. Jennings Sr. Discussion will be
on Tuesday, September 6th 6 PM at Sippi’s on 2nd
Street in Davenport, IA.
October’s book is: A Time To Mourn & A Time To
Dance: A Love Story of Grief, Trauma, Healing &
Faith by, Jennifer Ohman-Rodriguez. We will meet the
author to discuss the book at Bix Street Bistro, inside
the Black Hawk Hotel, 200 E 3rd St, Davenport, IA
52801 on October 4th at 6 PM. Come, eat, drink, and
join the discussion.
During Advent, a four-week session on Tuesdays at
6:30 PM beginning November 29th
thru December 20th. These sessions
will be a video series entitled
Because of Bethlehem, by Max
Lucado followed by a discussion
facilitated by member Beth
Claeys.

We Need YOUR Opinion!

Looking ahead we would like your input regarding Christmas Eve Worship Services.
Between the hours of 4PM and 10PM which times would work best for you and your
family to attend the Christmas Eve Worship Service?
Please circle the start times that would accommodate your Christmas Eve traditions/plans.
4PM
5PM
6PM
7PM
8PM
9PM
10PM
Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year. What is the likelihood you will
attend worship on Sunday, December 25th at 9:30AM?
Extremely Likely

Please circle one.
Likely
Not Likely

Definitely Not

Please place this survey in the offering plate, send in
with your offering, or drop off at the church.
Thank you,
Worship & Music Committee and Staff
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Reminder! Upcoming Jazz Service
(and Ice Cream!)

It's nearly here! The second Sunday in September
(which falls on the 11th this year) is the kickoff for our
program year at St Mark Lutheran. So plan to:
1) Invite family and friends to join us for worship.
2) Arrive by 9:15am that Sunday, if you'd like to hear the
prelude music by the River City 6.
3) Be ready to belt out some favorite hymns during the service
-- the jazziest ones our hymnal has to offer.
4) Listen to the toe-tapping postlude music by the River City 6, right before you:
5) Attend the ice cream social after worship.
6) All in all, it's not a bad plan for a Sunday morning, if you're into that whole
"church" kind of thing.
And one more reminder: our first choir rehearsal of the year is at 6:30pm on
Wednesday, September 7th. We'll be putting together one of my favorite jazz-inspired anthems to sing with
the River City 6. It's an excellent opportunity to sing with the choir for one single commitment, in case you'd
like to try it out. (And the choir already has a pretty good handle on this particular anthem, so it'll be easy to
just sing along.) As always, we're happy to welcome extra singers, even for just a one-off!
The Family of Betty Tague is
sincerely thankful for all the
cards and kind expressions of
sympathy and comfort shown
upon her passing. She was
blessed to be a member of such
a caring church family.
A BIG Thank you to everyone who supported our
July mission outreach event (that addressed period
poverty) by donating feminine hygiene products,
sponsoring our effort by donating monetarily, and/
or helping us pack the items. We were able to fill
50 bags that went to various neighboring
institutions like Humility of Mary Shelter,
Handicapped Development Center, and others.
Your Social Ministry Team appreciates all of you!

Reformation Sunday and
Affirmation of Faith Service
October 30, 2022 at 9:30am
Our Confirmands:
Logan Sherrod
Jonas Schlichting
Thomas Schlichting

We would like to thank the
Congregation for their support
this last year for all of our
2021-2022 fundraisers. Our
Youth Group, along with
another Youth from Grace,
were able to have a small get
away to St. Louis at the
beginning of August. Not only
were the Youth able to have
some fun at Six Flags, but
they also helped at WebsterRock Hill Ministries where they cleaned out freezers
and helped stock shelves. There was also some sightseeing along the way. The Youth had a lot of fun and
were able to take our first trip since COVID hit. We
look forward to a mission trip next year to a location to
be determined. We look forward to sharing our
fundraisers and community service projects with you
soon.

Our next BIG Saturday Night will be Saturday
September 10th at 5pm. We will worship together at
service, followed by dinner, and then we will play
some games and talk about possible service projects,
fundraisers, and mission trips. If your Youth Group
member plans to be there, please make sure to RSVP to
Amber or Lisa by September 9th. Please bring $6 per
person for pizza. Pop and dessert will be provided.
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Greetings! This year's CROP Hunger Walk is set
for Sunday, October 2nd beginning at 1pm. Much
different route this year as we will be walking
across the new I-74 bridge from Moline to
Bettendorf and back. Like the past few years, you
check in at the registration table and set off
walking any time between 1pm and 2pm. Please
see me or Pella Fisher for additional information.

For those of you who want to support the Walk and
the money we raise to feed the hungry and the
homeless, we will be placing CROP envelopes in
the pews in mid-September. You can also mail
your donation to the church office with your check
payable to CWS/CROP. Thank you so much for
your generosity.

Please join the Grace and St. Mark Team for the NAMI
Walk on Saturday, September 17, 2022, at Veterans
Memorial Park in Bettendorf. Pre-Walk Activities
begin at 8:00 AM, with the Walk beginning at 9:30.
NAMI is the National Alliance on Mental Illness, the
nation's largest grassroots mental health organization
dedicated to building better lives for the millions of
Americans affected by mental illness. The Walk is a
great opportunity to come together to raise awareness,
raise funds and raise community for NAMI and "Mental
Health for All".
At the link below you can register to walk and/or
support NAMI with a donation. If you need help with
registration (or donation), feel free to call or text Jane
Rock at (563) 340-8022. You can also give Jane a
check (made out to NAMI) if you prefer. Thanks so
much to Grace and St. Mark for supporting this
important and life-changing organization!
Grace and St. Mark Lutheran Churches - Fundraising
For NAMI (namiwalks.org)

Well friends, this is it! After 11 years on the Quad
Cities CROP Hunger Walk committee and the last
eight as it's event coordinator, I am stepping aside.
My health and medical situation has put me in a
position that doesn't allow me to to do the job the
way it should be done.
I want to thank Pella Fisher, the St. Mark team
captain, for all she's done to help our church raise
over $1000 for several years in a row.
I'd also like to thank the St. Mark members who
turn out and walk every year. It makes me proud to
see the support from you folks.
And, of course, my sincerest gratitude to those of
you who donate to our CROP Hunger Walk and
help feed those in need locally and globally. Your
support is so important, thank you very much!
God's blessings to you all
Rick Martin, Coordinator
Quad Cities CROP Hunger Walk
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God’s Work, Our Hands
Pack the Backpacks
Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 9:30am
Tuesday-Friday:

9:30am-2:30pm, or by
appointment.

Please Note:
The office will be
closed on Friday,
September 16, 2022

When: Saturday, September 24th
Where: Riverbend Foodbank in Davenport, IA
Time:10:30am-12:30pm
You walk from station to station to fill a bag of food to feed one child for the
weekend. This is a continuous line until all backpacks are filled. Some people
may be stationary handing out the different items to those “walking the line”.
60 people total are needed to make this a success. Candy Nagel would like to get
at least 20 participants. You must register through this link in order to enter the
facility.
https://cerv.is/0226rStMarkLutheran

We are thankful for all we receive from Riverbend for our food pantry. Let us
give back as we are able. Questions? Candy can be contacted at nagelcl@aol.com

St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church  2363 West Third Street, Davenport IA 52802
Phone: 563-322-5318 Pastor Travis Fisher-King: 563-676-8160
Annual subscription of $1.00 per year is included in payment of weekly pledge of members. Email: stmark@stmarkcares.org

